Discussion Questions
Chapter 1
· Education touches all of us at some point.  It seems as though if we have graduated from high school and enrolled in or graduated from college, we have “made it.”  Have we “made it”?  What are some of the benefits of higher levels of education?
· Are there patterns we can observe in who has “made it”?
· What role does our public education system have in shaping these patterns?
· Is public education the “great equalizer”?
· What does it mean to get an “equal” education?  Does it mean to have the same educational outcomes across socioeconomic background, race/ethnicity, gender? Or, does it mean having equal opportunities?
· What would it look like if all students had equal “opportunities”?
· Is there tension between the “public” and “private” activities of the education system?  How so? 
Chapter 2
· Why might society benefit from universal schooling?
· What are some reasons that education should expand?
· Do some of these reasons conflict? How so?
Chapter 3
· Do educational institutions serve everyone’s interests well?
· Or, do educational institutions serve the interests of people in positions of power more than those not in power?
· Does education sort some people in such a way as to minimize the effects of socioeconomic background, race/ethnicity, gender, and other individual characteristics on their adult roles?  
· Does education (sometimes at least) sort those who have the most ability and show the most effort into our most important social positions?  
· Can education both sort (some) students into positions that best match their talents and abilities while at the same time reproducing social advantages for those who have them?  Is a better question to ask the extent to which education does each, while acknowledging that it can do both?  

Chapter 4
· If indeed, we agree as a society, that reducing inequality should be a goal, what do we mean by inequality?  
· Should children have equal educational experiences regardless of social background characteristics?  
· Should students of all races, rich and poor, girls and boys have equal educational outcomes? 
· How do schools affect gaps in educational outcomes by socioeconomic background?  Do they make them better, worse, or have little effect?  
· What are other explanations for these gaps that schools may have little control over, and how might they contribute to the persistence of inequality in educational outcomes?
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· Should schools provide equal resources to children of all races and ethnicities?   
· Should they ensure equal outcomes by race and ethnicity?  
· And, if we agree they should, can they?  
· What are some explanations for racial and ethnic inequality in schools?
·  What role do schools play in maintaining, shrinking, or increasing gaps between groups?
Chapter 6
· Who do you think “does better” in school, boys or girls?  In what ways?
· Why do you think boys or girls do better in schools?
· Have you noticed boys and girls separating themselves in schools by seating, on playgrounds, at lunch, or other places?  Why do you think this is?
· Why do boys study advanced math and science courses more than girls do?
· What are some of the consequences of these differences between boys and girls in their later schooling and into their adult lives?
Chapter 7
· Is the degree of inequality in the U.S. unique?  Is it more or less than other countries?
· How much inequality in educational outcomes across socioeconomic background and gender do other nations experience?  
· How might the organization of and ideology behind their schooling contribute to differences between nations?
· What are some examples of nations that have low educational inequality?  What might explain less educational inequality in these nations?
Chapter 8
· What are the major issues educational reforms have addressed in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries?
· Which reforms have explicitly been targeted at reducing inequality?
· How have increased testing and accountability affected educational inequality?
· How has the increased movement for school choice affected inequality?
· Are there reforms you can imagine that might better reduced inequality?
· Are changes in schools alone enough to reduced inequality?  Can changes in schools alone reduce the gaps between rich and poor, and minority and non-minority students? 

Chapter 9
· Why is reducing inequality in education so hard?
· What are the trade-offs involved in reducing inequality?
· Can schools alone reduce inequality?
· How do political battles get played out in schools?
· What is your ideal vision of society?
· Can/how can schools be changed to better accomplish this vision?  What else needs to change?

