Race and Ethnicity in America: Chapter summaries and keywords

Chapter 1 Conversations about Race
This chapter introduces the reader to the major themes covered in the book. It describes the challenge of discussing and understanding racial inequality in the United States. The chapter also highlights the book’s two main conclusions about the extent of racial inequality: (1) color lines have generally softened over time in the United States, as there has been some narrowing of differences across many indicators for many groups over the past sixty years; (2) nevertheless, some deep-seated inequalities remain, with blacks, American Indians, and some Hispanics doing less well than others. Another running theme in the book is that how we define racial and ethnic groups, along with changing patterns of identification in the U.S. population, affects our understanding of racial and ethnic inequality. The chapter ends with a brief summary of the topics covered in each chapter of the book.
Key Words: racial inequality; racial and ethnic identity; color lines; socioeconomic inequality

Chapter 2 Race and Ethnicity and Causes of Inequality
This chapter begins with a discussion of the meaning of race and ethnicity and how the definition of different racial and ethnic groups varies over time and place. In other words, race and ethnicity are social constructions. The chapter then explores various theories on the root causes of racial and ethnic inequality, including human capital and social capital theories; cultural theories that emphasize differences in norms, values, and behaviors across groups; assimilation theory, which is most important for immigrant groups; and theories that emphasize the role of racism and discrimination by both individuals and social institutions. 
Key Words: defining race and ethnicity; racial and ethnic identity; theories of racial inequality; human capital; social capital; culture; assimilation; racism; discrimination

Chapter 3 Black-White Inequality
This chapter documents patterns and trends in black-white inequality, and shows that in some important respects things have improved. Black-white disparities in education, poverty, residential segregation and residential attainment, and life expectancy have all narrowed over time, especially when considering the relative gaps between the two groups over a long period of time. Some gaps, however, have remained more stubborn, including median household income and wealth. And even where gaps have narrowed, progress has been slow and uneven. The chapter then evaluates some of the factors that contribute to racial differences, including the importance of the legacy of discrimination and inequality, current discrimination by individuals and social institutions, and human capital differences. Social capital and culture may also be important, though little is known about the magnitude of their effects.
Key Words: racial inequality; blacks; whites; socioeconomic inequality; racism; discrimination; culture; residential segregation; incarceration; family structure; social capital; human capital

Chapter 4 Hispanics and Asians
The chapter begins with brief histories of Hispanics and Asians in the United States and then examines contemporary patterns of socioeconomic achievement and inequality. There is considerable evidence that both Asians and Hispanics have experienced upward mobility across generations, indicative of some measure of incorporation in the United States. Asians have achieved parity, or even an advantage, when compared to whites in terms of education and income. This is true for most, though not all, Asian groups. Among Hispanics, there is evidence of educational and income improvements from the first generation to the second, and to some extent beyond, but a gap in achievement between most Hispanic groups and whites remains. Whether this gap will narrow in the future remains to be seen, though there are at least some indications that full incorporation may eventually occur, at least for many Hispanics. The characteristics of immigrants—especially their levels of education—play an important role in explaining the relatively high level of socioeconomic achievement of Asians and lower level among Hispanics in the U.S. Social capital and culture may also contribute to higher socioeconomic outcomes among Asians.
Key Words: racial inequality; Asians; Hispanics; socioeconomic inequality; immigration; discrimination; assimilation; ethnic identity; culture; social capital; human capital

Chapter 5 American Indians
This chapter begins with a brief historical overview of American Indians in the United States, focusing on the population decline, then growth, of this group. This is followed by an examination of patterns of identification among people with American Indian heritage. The rapid growth of the American Indian population in recent decades is in part a function of the fact that people with some American Indian ancestry are more likely to report that they are American Indian than in the past. The chapter then provides a description of this group’s socioeconomic profile, and a discussion of the factors that help explain this profile. Overall, we see that American Indians continue to experience, on average, low levels of educational attainment and income and high levels of poverty. A legacy of past racism, contemporary discrimination, and continued spatial and social isolation especially on and around reservations likely explain the disadvantaged position of many American Indians today.
Key Words: racial inequality; American Indians; socioeconomic inequality; discrimination; ethnic identity; racism; social isolation; Native American tribes; human capital

Chapter 6 The Multiracial Population
The multiracial population in the United States is growing. This chapter describes how this is due to the growing diversity of the U.S. population, an increase in intermarriage, and changing patterns of racial identity. It then provides measures of well-being and describes differences among multiracial Americans, such as between people who are black and white and those who are Asian and white. It shows that multiracial groups often have educational attainment and incomes that fall between each of the single-race groups that make up the multiracial group. The chapter ends by noting that we need to learn much more about the growing multiracial population and the factors that affect their health and well-being.
Key Words: racial inequality; multiracial population; racial and ethnic intermarriage; socioeconomic inequality; racial and ethnic identity

Chapter 7 International Comparisons and Policy Debates
[bookmark: _GoBack]Immigration has increased ethnic diversity in countries around the world. This chapter begins with a discussion of how different countries adopt different approaches to conceptualizing and measuring racial and ethnic groups. This is followed by an examination of racial and ethnic inequality in various settings. In many rich OECD countries immigrants achieve some measure of upward mobility over time; however, inequalities remain. The chapter then discusses policy approaches to immigration and diversity. With regards immigration, some countries have policies that seek to attract guest workers, others favor high-skill workers, a number have family reunification provisions, and many countries adopt refugee policies with humanitarian aims. With regards to immigrant integration, many continue to debate multiculturalism versus assimilation, as well as whether to pursue affirmative action. In short, the goal of this chapter is to broaden our understanding of how different contexts shape patterns of racial and ethnic inequality and thus to provide a global perspective to U.S. conversations about these issues.
Key Words: racial inequality; racial and ethnic diversity; racial and ethnic identity; immigration; cross-national comparisons; policy debates; multiculturalism; assimilation; affirmative action

Chapter 8 Conclusion: American Color Lines
This chapter summarizes the main themes highlighted throughout the book. It also discusses the trajectory of American color lines, and concludes that while these lines have softened somewhat when considered over a long period of time, some important racial divisions remain.
Key Words: racial inequality; racial and ethnic diversity; racial and ethnic identity; color lines
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