Race and Ethnicity in America: Discussion Questions
Chapter 1 Conversations about Race
· Why are conversations about race difficult to have?
· What are the book’s main two conclusions about trends in racial and ethnic inequality?
· How do patterns of inequality vary across racial/ethnic groups?
· What factors might affect these patterns?

Chapter 2 Race and Ethnicity and Causes of Inequality
· What do the terms race and ethnicity mean? What is the difference between the two?
· Why do social scientists say that race is a “social construction”?
· How might each of the following theories help explain patterns of inequality?
· Human capital 
· Social capital
· Culture
· Assimilation
· Racism and discrimination

Chapter 3 Black-White Inequality
· What are the patterns and trends in black-white inequality?
· Does all of the evidence point in the same direction?
· What factors contribute to black-white inequality?
· How has the effect of each of these factors changed over time?
· What trends in black-white inequality do you think we’ll see in the coming years? Why?

Chapter 4 Hispanics and Asians
· What patterns of socioeconomic achievement do we see among Hispanics and Asians?
· How do these vary by country of origin (e.g., Chinese, Mexicans)
· How do the different theories help explain patterns of inequality among Hispanics and Asians?
· What explains differences between Hispanics and Asians?
· Have Asians been successfully incorporated in the United States?
· What patterns of incorporation do you think we will see for Hispanics in the future, and why?

Chapter 5 American Indians
· What has been the long-term trend in the growth of the American Indian population?
· What role does changing patterns of racial identification play in explaining this trend?
· What patterns of socioeconomic achievement do we see among American Indians?
· Are patterns different for single-race American Indians versus multiracial American Indians?
· What factors affect levels of socioeconomic achievement among American Indians?

Chapter 6 The Multiracial Population
· How has information on the multiracial population been collected over time?
· What explains the recent growth in the multiracial population?
· How large is this population today and what group combinations are most common?
· Why are some people of mixed heritage more likely to identify as multiracial than others?
· What patterns of socioeconomic achievement do we see across multiracial groups?

Chapter 7 International Comparisons and Policy Debates
· Why are many countries experiencing growing diversity? 
· What are some similarities and differences in how countries define and collect information on racial/ethnic groups? What explains these differences?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How are immigrants and minority group members faring in other peer (OECD) countries?
· What is the difference between multicuturalism and assimilationism? 
· What is affirmative action, and what are some of the different ways it has been implemented in different countries?
· Why is it often controversial?

Chapter 8 Conclusion: American Color Lines
· Have American color lines softened or hardened over time?
· What the general patterns and trends in black-white inequality?
· What patterns do we see for Hispanics, Asians, American Indians, and the multiracial population?
· What policies have different countries adopted to incorporate immigrants and minority group members?
· What are the advantages and disadvantages of different approaches?
· What does it mean to say that race is a “social construction”? Do you believe this to be true?
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